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T 1s Court doth dene Kt. Hillierd to Print Mo Sermon 
lately preached at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, be: 
fore the Lord- Mayor and dermen of this City. 


1Jo the itte Honourabbe 
Sir s amuel Gerrard, Baronet, 


My Lord, 


74 E 2 of yo 1 ' Lerdfvio, 
Bop that | have for t 


Ta NE OR t never i to 
bave We: 427. in let, Tub alſo the beſt Foundation of ho Ing, ar 
leaſt, that it may \enſwer Jour Intentions, in! ling this Obligation 
upon ms. "Tis to me an Argument , that you thought this Sermon 
would be ſerviceable to excite_a_due Regard to the- Authority of -the 
Holy Scriptures, and the Sacred Dignit vo the P eſt hood, which have 
of late been ſo boldly ſtruck at wa the Aube * the Rights of the 
Chriſtiap Church; why hos ſo'impudently and (a I humbly concerve) 
groundle efly boaſted of the A ation of Authority.'on bis Side. May 
Jour Lerdſhip : Re ation of this Diſcourſe to the Publick, 
ich contains-Principles ſo direfily repugnant to bis, be ſeconded by 
the due Uſe of that Sword which your Loraſhip ſo honourably bears 


Far the Puniſhment of. "ſuch Evil Dore. as pare . N into Rebellian, 
and Faith into Faction. | 
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unreaſon ble Curioſity, d directs them to thoſe 0) laory 
Means of Grace, under which his Mercy and Goodneſs have | 
ſo long plac'd them. a al  _ 
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The Rich Man ſpoke: pſ in this Cha would have had 
his Brethren reform d, by ſending 2 nk. from the Dead: 


ver. 27. Ab am tells bim, Aer, ang the. _ Propbets x AN 


ſufficient ? Ain argues, that the Surprize and Won 
of an Appen would ah e e Work : 2 
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extraordinary Methods could e be ſuppos'd tb'do ie 

bees therefore o "ew one to them fr om the Dead, (fays 
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awd the Prophets Ana 


O If we” ae Moſes: 
compfehend neu ul the fevers Difpenſations of God's Mer- 
Pte as e eſs'd either ih \the-Old or new Teſtament; they 

ehe whole: revened Will of God, and whatſoever be 
E eden thetein U \necefſary to oer attaining Eternal 
Lite Abd Happineſs,” F 1 


ally, they 


Now. Ae be Prophets eben dn this lar evans com- 
pebenſiot Senſe, contain in thetn all thoſe Things that we 
either to cher er to Wb 1 Theſe ſufficiently in ſtruct 
15 (0 tdb glor fic Gaga Earth, that we may be glorified 
by Müh id Heaven lauthis Kerle thehefote- F ſhall take 
ibem, aß being the fun ſt and Hh complet 
X So then, to hear the preaching of Gd Word by his Mi- 
tſters; are ' the Mekinvppointed'Vy:God to bring us to Hea- 
ven); theſe are ſolicits Warn bs to flee from the Wrath 
to come; theſe are powerful enough to work either upon our 
Hopes of Fetrs, and have ſufficient Evidence on they" Side 
td take every ſober and tational Perſon to believe and obey 
them. And thetefore God having done all that Men can 
deſire, to juſtifie the Truth of rhe Scriptures, and baving 
made them ſo confummate in themſelves, for the end for 
which he caus'd them to be written, has ordain'd the Hear- 
ing of Tbem, to be the ordinary and conſtant Means of ob- 
rxning Salvation. There is no need therefore of any other: 
for 800 one be ſent from the Dead, What can he declare 
that the Scriptures have not already thewn us? Could He 
acquaint us, that Godwill puniſh the Ungodly, and reward 
the Righteous ? The Scriprures have evidently and clearly 
done it tleeady. Here we bebe an Aſſurance, that God will 
render to Furry Man according to his Deeds, to them who by 
patient Continuance in — ſeek for Glory and Honour, 
and Immortality, eternal Life: But unte them bo obey Un- 
righteouſneſs, Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation and.  Anguiſh 
upon the Soul of every Man that doth Bd ö 

Could one from t he Dead ſhew us that there is an Heaven of 
Glory, and an Hell of Torment? 

Who can deſcribe thoſe bliſsful Regions better than it is in 
the 21ſt and 224 Chapters of the Revelations of St. Jobn, 
A 3 where 


2 
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F. Becauſe he himſelf directs us to Moſes and the Prophets 


<5) 
where ws read of a City of pure Gold, with Gate of Penrt, 
and Walls of prec iom Stones; Rivers of Chryſtal, and Trees of 
Life ;,. Crowni and Thrones of Glory f :: 1 
Wha can deſcribe Hell and its Torments more frightfully, 
chan it is in the 14½ and 15th Chapters of the Revelation; 
where we are told, That the Wicked ſball drink of the Wine of 
God's Wrath,which is powredout into the Cup of his Indignation, 65 
without mixture; That they ſball be tormented with Fire and fs 
Brimſtone; That the Saat of their Tarments ſhall aſcend wp for | I 
ever and euer; That their Worms ſhall never die; That they Ms 
never reſt: Day mor Night, ;, That they ſhall know their Tqugyes 
for Pain, and hlaſpbeme the God of Heaven, becaaſe of their 
Torments and Agomes ? Sd 1644 41) 21h We 
Could any one from the Dead give greater Encouragements 
to Sinners to repent, than that efficacious Eloquence which we 
fad fa abundantly in the Scriptures ?, Do they not declare, 
That whenſoever the wicked Man turnet h away from the Wick+ 
edneſs that be bath committed, and does that which « Lawful 
and Ripht, he ſhall ſave ba Soul alive? Nay does not the 
Ever. Bleſſed Jeſus himſelf tell us, in ibe 15th Chapter of St. 
Luke's Goſpel, There is Jog in the Preſence of the Angels of God 
over one Sinner that repenteth?, | © 
| What need therefpreiof ſeading one from the Dead,  lince , | Bu 
theſe Things are ſo demonſtrably made known to us by the 5th 
Holy Scriptures; and thoſe Scriptures have been confirmed by in 


the Evidence of them that have riſen from the Dead, as well | 12% 
as by the moſt undeniable Miracles, Signs and Wonders? From | © 2 
whence we may fee, tbat God hath order d the Hearing Moſes wy 


and the Propbets, as ſufficient Means in themſelves of our at- 
taining Salvation. ili . % 

And that he has done ſo, will be further evident from theſe 
following Conſiderationa. As, ASS: 


only, in order to it. | een 
zd, Becauſe be hag made thoſe Means fo, perfect and com- 
pleat for the effect of that End, that nothing can be more 


ſo. And Loh 
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. * | 
- | Lafly, Becauſe the Effects proquc'd by them have ſufficient- 


l, ly demonſtrated their Power and Efhcacy to that purpoſe, _ 
of 4%. It is evident, That God has appointed the Hearing of 
% Moſes and the Prophets, as the 7 hs þ ning Salvation, 
7. becauſe he directs us to Them, as the only proper Method that 
* can be taken in order to it. I was to this that God of old di- 
of rected the Jews," when they had forfaken him, and betaken 
" chemſel ves to other ways, to the Law, and to the Teſtimony, ' 

| Iſaiah 8. 20. If they ſpeak not according to :bis Word, it is he- 
E cauſe. there is no-Light in them. 80 our Bleſſed Lord ſends us to 
the Cbureb for the Direction. But if (ſays he) they bear not the 
ws Church, let bim be to thee as an Heathen Man and a Publican, 
7 Matth. 1 8.17. Nay, ibo the Jewiſh Doctors in our Saviour's 
2. ys, were Men of the molt corrupt and vicious Lives; 
ate Vet that could not excuſe the People from attending upon 
A their Miniſtry, The Scribes and Phariſees fit in Moſes Chair ; 
Hd all therefore whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that (lays be) 
of ! ober ve and do, Matth. 23. 2, 3. So that it is a very dange- 
= ous Miſtake ig. mayy.among us, to think that the reading the 
St — or/ & at Home is ſufficient, ayes they 
e. eCt't h iniſtr od's Word in jhe,Char | 
God Ti Ne tre not here dire N 7 10 Nad, — 
1 hut to Hear Moſes and the Prophets ;, and v. 31. we are told, 


that if they reſus d to bear them,if they neglected the Publick 


8 Migiſtry, there could be no hopes of their being perſuaded, 


well tough one roſe fram the Dead. Moſes and the Prophets, Our 
rom | Saviour Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and the Elders or Miniſters 
doſes who have been Ordain d in every City by them, and their Succeſ- 
rat | ſors ever fince, and uo rightly and duly Adminiſter God's Ho- 
= | Herd and Sacraments, are authoriz'd and appointed by 
theſe God for the Works of the Miniſtry, to ſet forward the Salvation 
I of all, And if Men are ſo perverſe, as to pay no due Regard 
bets | 2 their Inſtruftions, which come recommended with no.1cls a 
ö Commiſſion and Authority than that of God himſelf; or if | 
com- they neglect to diſcharge this neceſſary Duty with that Reve- f 
mote ence and Attention which it demands and requires, the Con 
dition of ſuch profage-eng-irteligious Perſons, is ſo deſperate | 
af by, and deplorable, as leaves no hopes of Mercy, but from the | 
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the Supreme Head and Governour of the Church g. 
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i ergy, than of Note- Ma bers, and Pulyit-Blunderbuſſes. 
3 77 I fay, they thus impiouſly revile the Minifters of 


fecting of the Samts '; for. the Mork of 'the Miniftry ; 


lap pL A | 
Prayers of the Commimion of that Chureb they ſo infolent” 
ly and carelefſy deſpiſe. oo ooo 
—The great modern Pretenders to Wit Aod Reaſon, who'are 
for adyancipg both above the Mord and Ordinances of God, are 
for making the“ Clery Title to the Prieſt hood as good as the 
85 * Parſons, and fixing a Right in every One, to 
Rights of the "© exerciſt the Office of Preaching , Baptixing, 
= 104g E Prajing aloud, and Conſecrating the E ts, 
c which they impiouſly call Conſuration, inftead 
of Conſecration, and can vouchſafe no better Names for the 


God's Holy Hur and Sacraments, vilifie their Sacred Office, 
and the laſt folemn Inſtitution of the Holy Fefas celebrated by 
them; yet the Apoftle expreſly declares, Heb. 5. 4. No Man 
zaketh, ot can take this Honour to himſelf, but be that is cal» 
led of God, as was Aaron: Every lawfully ordain'd Miniſter" 
by the laying on of Hands of the Biſhops and Paſtors of Chriſt's 
Church, has his Commiſſion and Authority from Chriſt Feſme 

The Church is his Family; and all the Offigers. gf: it are 
appointed and ordain'd by the great . the Houlhotd 5 
He that is its Redeemer, Prince, and Saviour, has conſtituted: 
and, impower'd Guides and Inſtructors to the End of the 
World. He gave ſome Apoftlet, and ſome Prophets, and 
Eva :geliſts, and ſome Paſtors , and Trat bers, for the per- 


for the Editying of the Bdgy of Chriſt, Eph. 4 11, 12 

St. James, Ly very alu 2 directs Chriſtians 
when they are Sick, to ſend for the Elders or Miniſters of the 
Church to proj over them: And St. Peter exhorts the Minifters 
of God, to feed the Flock of God, and'particularly injoins it up- 
on the People, thar they be obedient to them. Timothy has' 
Rules laid down for his Direction in ordaining Biſhops and 
Deacons ; and Miniſters are ſpoke of under very great Cha- 
racters of Diſtinction from other private Chriſhans, whom 
they are ſaid to rule; and they are therefore ſtibd in 555 
254 peice nai 


f 


\T-Q 


ers of the Goſpel, Erpboſſadors D 004, ond 
the Myſteries of God. And in the Exerciſe'of 
their Office, they are faid to act in God Name aud in Chriff's 
Stead; ſo that they are God's proper Officers and Admini- 
ſtratort, to negotiate the Buſineſs of his Kingdom, and ſet 
forward the Salvation of Men. 
Hence they are yh to 2 r tbeir Peoples Souls, as 
them that vmiſt give Acebant; La again in a grateful 
Return for their ** in the od 276 commanded in Scrip- 
tire, to count them ort by of double Honour, and te eſt ecm <a 
25 in Love for their Works jake , nay, to ſupport them 
with their Subſtance, that they 109 attend wholly upon their 
Sacred Function; and for the ſake of the Spiritual Things 
they diſpence to them, to Adminiſter freely to them of their 
Earthbly Things: For he that ir taugbt in the Ward, to ad- 
miniſter to bim that teacheth/in all good Things, and that ſo 
freely and fiberMy, rhat they who preach the Goſpel, may live 
2 f the Goſpel. XT he Spee being ſo full and expreſs in aſ- 
4004 maintaining the Miniſterial Office and Authority, 
GE aug! Hx'd and 2 2 Sbcceſſion of Eccleſiaſtical 
Officers to >the A 2255 World, and ſo folefinly injein'd 
the People, * 10 t hej 1. them; that they attend 
upon their publick Late with due — with. 
that Soberneſs and Seriouſneſt a becomes them. It is evi- 
dent they muſt be profligately given up to all:Vicgapd Igno- 
rance, and void of all Shame or Fear, ſenſe of 
— 755 and important Duty, who dure thee is deſpite of 
s Commands, and the Eternal Concerns of their Souls, 
fiſt the aſembling themſelves ee in 8b Church of God, 
And that they muſt be arriv'd tb bed Rigg 
; Who'are not content to allow themſe clycs in, 
this Heatheniſh Practice, but alſo impioufly teach Ader,to do 
ſo too, making their Proſelyres tex times more the Children of. 
the Devil than themſelves, whoſe Damnation ſlumbers not. 


Writ, Mo 
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99 Let all thoſe fetfconcertedWretches, who are Prieſts, and a 


Church to themſelves, read and Wasser what the Ever · bleſſed 
Jeſus ſays to the Miniſters of bis Holy Word: and Sgcrament a, 


to all thoſe that are rightly and duly ardained to Preach his Ho" | 


1 
1 
4 ly Goſpel: He that beareth yo, beareth me; and be that de- 
k ſoiſerb you, deſpiſeth me, and him that ſent me, Luk. 10 16. 
aon Neue Reading and Praying at Home therefore, when done 
N in Contempt of the Publick Miniſtry, and the True and Ge- 
nuine Worfhip, is but a Provocation to God, who interprets it 
as 4 deſpiſeng the Solemn Inſtitution of his Ever-blefſed Son, 
who has ſent out his Miniſters as Embaſſedors in bis ſtead: 
Nay, he looks upon it =: 4 deſpiſing bimſelf, whoſe Repreſen - 
rarives they are. Add to tnis, That every private Chriſtian, 
1s by thayvery Denominzrion 2 profeſſed Member of Chrilt's 
Church, — conſequently bound to join in pezpetual Com- 
monion wich it. It was our Lord's great Deſign in his Un- 
dertaking for us, to gather to himſelf a Church out of Man- 
kind; and in this Method, through Obedience, to his Laws 
y to bring them unto Salvation. And this i 1s the plain Senſe _ 
Language of God's Spirit throughout the Holy Scriptures ; 
| wherein whatſoever our Bleſſed Lord is faid to have done or 
firffer'd for Mankind, he is ſaid to have done and ſuffer'd. foc, ed 
th m; not as ſcarter ladividuals, or as particular Chriſtians, . ; of 
but as gather'd and incorporated into a Church: Thus ſays the Gai 
eat Apoſtle St. Paul, Cbriſt low d the Cbureb, and gave 1 T 
4 elf dl ner it; 'Eph.5. 25. And be pure bas d it be Church with bu. 
Blood, Acts 20. 28. And ſo again, Chriſt u the Saviour | 
2 the Body, that u, the Church, Eph. 5. 23. Now, the Con- 
ſequence he this, is, that every Chriſtian is, and ought to 
; by a Member of the publick-Church where he lives, (provided 
* that the Terms of its Communion are nat fintul; ) that 
without this, we can have no Relation to our Saviour Chriſt, . 
nor any of the -Priviledges of his Goſpet : For if we are not of 
the Bod, we can iveno:Relation to the Head; and if we be 
not of hs Cburcb, we can have no Benefit or Advantage by the 
Goſpel, whoſe Benefits ate diſpenc'd in the Church. Here it is 


Mai. 


| that we have Pardon and Abſolution granted us: Nere it is that 2 
| we have God's Grace and eſpecial Preſence promis'd to be in ſt 
* the widſt of u: Mat. 1 8. 20. Here it is that we have the | |, 
| Preaching of the good Word of God, which is able to make 1 i 
4 une unto. — 2 Tim. 3. 15. Here it is that we have the i 
| 


+ \ A;l | 
| Miniſtry. of Recovciliation, 2 Cor. 5, 1 8. Here are the Sacra- 


rgenty_to let us in, and to confirm us in the Faith of Chrilt, 
Here ate the Keys, both for binding and looſing our Conſciences 
in point of Sin: Jobs 20.22,23, 85 that to the partaking of all 
thoſe things that are neceſſary to every Chriſtian's Salvation, 
there lies an Obligation upon them of bearing Meſes and the 
Prophets,attending conſtantly upon the publick Miniſtry, and 
joining in Communion with the Cawrch of Chriſt ; which it is 
impoſſible for us to do, unleſs ve Communicate with ſome par- 
ticular part of it: And there is no comious icating with any part, 
except we do it with that where ve live, ] mean, the (trick 
maintaining Parochial Communion ; for this is our indiſpen- 
ſable Duty. Thus you ſee the Obligation we lye under to fre- 

uent the Pariſh-Church where we inhabit, if it can be conve- 
niently done; to be conſtant Attenders upon the Publick Wor- 
ſhip ; there to join fervently and heartily in the folemn Prayers 
and Praiſes ;attegtively to hear the Preaching of God's Word, 
and S the Bleſſed Sacrament which God has appoint- 
ed to be Adminiſtred to us by the Stewards of the Myſteries 
of Chrift Feſws :, Otherwiſe all the Labour and Induſtry we 
can take, without theſe preſcrib'd,Rules, will be in vain. 
The Apoſtle was ſenſible of the ible Conſequence of 
Mens neglecting the aſſembling themſelves togetber,when he ſo 


ſolemnly admoniſh'd the Zhriſtians of the Age he liv'd in to 


contrary ; that they would be very careful net to forſake the 
Publick Aſſemblies, as the manner of ſome among them was, 
Heb. 10. 25. But 

24, God has ordered and appointed the hearing Moſes 
and the Prophets, the attending upon the Publick Miniſtry, as 
the Means of attaining Salvation ; becauſe he has made thoſe 
Means ſo proper and complete for the effecting of that End, 
that nothing can be more (o. - 

Faith (St. Paul tells us) comes by Hearing; and that by Grace 
we are ſaved tbro Faith, Rom. 10.17. Eph.2.17,18. Here we 
ſee are the Means, and here is the End propos'd. The Scrip- 
ture, which is the Subject of our Preaching, and your Hearing, 
is very compleat of attaining the End for which Gad defign'd 
it, and that it is both iq reſpe of irs Sufficiency and Power. 
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Myſes and the, Youu the preaching of Gad's Word, by 
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